i38     THE VILLAGE IN THE JUNGLE
on my bouse. My mother knows, for she heard her
call herself a yakkini. Only because of my knowl-
edge of charms was I able to keep away the evil
with which she threatened me. And then comes
this deer which they say is found in the jungle.
Was not the woman herself in travail that very
night? Do not she-devils give birth to devils? Do
village women suckle deer? Surely it is a devil,
born of a devil. Look at the evil that fell upon the
village when it came. The crops withered, and the
old and the young died. It has brought us want
and disease and death."
The village soon came to believe in Punchirala's
opinions. Small children were hurried away out of
sight of Hinnihami as she passed. The deer was cer-
tainly a devil, who had brought misfortune on the
village. Some said that at night it went out and
ate the corpses in the new graves. It had been clear
for some time that the ill-feeling against them had
been growing, when an event occurred which re-
quired immediate action. The son of the headman
died suddenly, and apparently for no cause. Then
it was remembered that, three days before, the child
had been carrying some leaves when he met the
deer and Hinnihami. The deer had gone up to the
child and tried to nibble the leaves, but the boy had
snatched them away. The headman and the ved-